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Building Your Career Path Through Hard Work



My name is Gaby Hernandez, and I joined Accelerated College Experiences as an ACE student 

in 2021 and became ACE’s first intern at the beginning of 2025! As part of my internship, I 

managed alumni interviews from cohorts 2016-2020 about their professional careers and 

post-graduate education, which allowed me to compile meaningful data for this impact report. As 

we enter Spring 2025; it is a delight to say the ACE program 

continues to demonstrate its transformative impact on the lives of 

first-generation and underrepresented college students. 

 

The information presented has come from 16 out of 19 thoughtful 

interviews with participating alumni. The responses paint a 

powerful picture of success, clearly demonstrating the Four ACE Pillars: over 85% are currently 

employed or have held positions in their fields, and over 85% have gone on to pursue or 

complete graduate-level degrees or professional certifications. ACE alumni are making 

meaningful contributions across healthcare, education, technology, and public service—many 

advancing to leadership roles within just a few years of 

graduation. Degrees earned include Master of 

Education, Master of Social Work, MBAs in 

Healthcare Administration, and even a current PhD 

candidate in Community Health. 



Highlighting eight notable alumni, we start with Tiana Jurisic, 

who exemplifies the power of academic perseverance and a passion 

for community health. She currently works as a Course Coordinator 

at Brigham and Women’s Hospital (BWH), a role she has held since 

March 2022. Tiana is currently pursuing a PhD in Community 

Health, expected to be completed in 2027. She previously earned 

her Master of Public Health in 2021, following dual bachelor’s 

degrees in Political Science and Biology. Her educational path reflects a strong commitment to 

understanding and improving public health systems at both policy and community levels. Tiana 

is also deeply committed to giving back; she’s interested in writing a blog to share her 

post-graduate journey and is interested in becoming an ACE Coach, helping the next generation 

of scholars and professionals thrive. 

 

Ashley Campbell’s journey in healthcare is marked by dedication, 

adaptability, and a deep sense of purpose. Currently serving as a Private 

Duty Nurse at Mercy Plus since August 2024, she previously held roles 

as an ICU RN at Corewell Health (Sept 2023 – Aug 2024) and Clinical 

Informatics Specialist at Oak Street Health (2017 – 2021). Her 

professional path reflects both clinical expertise and a passion for 

healthcare systems. 

Licensed as a Registered Nurse (RN), Ashley holds two bachelor’s 

degrees: one in Nursing and another in Interdisciplinary Health Services. 

She shares that the ACE program played a pivotal role in her academic success: 



“I went through the ACE program before starting college in the fall of 2013, and having an 

ACE coach definitely helped with the transition into the academics of college. I also 

believe that having gone through ACE kept my motivation to go back to school for 

nursing.” 

Delvis Langat is a driven and forward-thinking individual who has quickly made his mark in the 

world of cybersecurity. With a Bachelor of Science degree in hand, Delvis now serves as a Cyber 

Security Technician, contributing to the protection and efficiency of critical digital infrastructure. 

Complementing his academic background, Delvis earned the CompTIA Network+ certification, 

showcasing his technical proficiency and dedication to continued learning in a fast-paced and 

ever-evolving field. He has also expressed an interest in giving back to the ACE community, 

whether by sharing his journey through blog content or serving as a mentor in ACE Coaching. 

Amanda Banks is making a direct impact in patient care as a Physician Assistant in Inpatient 

Medical Oncology at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (DFCI). Her role places her at the heart of 

oncology treatment, where precision, compassion, and resilience are 

essential. After earning her Bachelor of Science in Chemistry in 2018, 

Amanda continued her education at Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 

and Health Sciences (MCPHS), completing her Master of Physician 

Assistant Studies (MPAS) in 2022. Now a certified PA-C, she brings a 

strong foundation in science and healthcare to her work with patients. 



Iesha Hall-Ivery has built a strong and steady career in the dental field, 

currently serving as the Lead Dental Assistant at Gentle Dental, where she 

has worked for the past six years. Her leadership and technical skills make 

her an essential part of the dental care team, ensuring both high-quality 

treatment and a supportive environment for patients and colleagues alike. 

Iesha is a Certified Dental Assistant, a credential that highlights her 

expertise and commitment to professional excellence in oral healthcare. 

Her long-term dedication to one practice reflects her reliability and 

passion for her work. Iesha is open to writing a blog about her career path 

and is interested in giving back as an ACE Coach, mentoring students and young professionals 

just beginning their journeys. 

Duy Tran, a 2022 graduate with a BA in Economics, is now thriving in 

his role as a Contract Finance Analyst at Mass General Brigham. Since 

graduation, Duy has been contributing to one of the region’s top 

healthcare organizations, where he enjoys the dynamic and meaningful 

nature of his work, stating: 

“I’ve learned so much about the healthcare industry, primarily the health 

insurance side of it. Because my work entails data analysis, I’ve been 

exposed to the numbers and operations that go on behind the scenes when it 

comes to providing patient care at the numerous MGB facilities. Before this job, I never gave 

heavy thought toward how hospitals and health insurance agencies contract with each other. 

Although a niche field, contract finance is extremely complicated and filled with nuances. I’m 

extremely grateful to be a part of a team that is integral to MGB’s success!” 



While he hasn't pursued further formal education yet, Duy remains engaged with professional 

development and is considering opportunities like blogging about his journey or becoming an 

ACE Coach in the future. 

Naomi Presume is combining movement science with clinical 

care in a career defined by energy and empathy. She currently 

works as a Neuro Exercise Specialist, where she helps 

individuals improve mobility and function through specialized 

fitness strategies rooted in neuroscience. Building on her 

Bachelor’s degree in Exercise Science (2021), Naomi is now 

advancing her healthcare career by pursuing an Accelerated 

Nursing degree at Northeastern University. Her path reflects a 

deep commitment to patient well-being and a drive to expand her 

impact in the medical field. Naomi is open to mentoring others as a potential ACE Coach in the 

future. 

Stephanie Urvaez is a dedicated professional in the healthcare field 

with a diverse background in nursing and oncology. After earning her 

Biology, BS in 2016 and Nursing, BSN in 2020, both from MGH 

Institute of Health Professions (MGH IHP), Stephanie has worked 

across various specialties, contributing to the care of patients in need of 

expert attention. Stephanie began her nursing career as an MGH 

Inpatient Adult Neuro-Oncology RN before transitioning to the MGH 

Inpatient Pediatrics RN position. For the past year and four months, she 

has been working as a Pediatric Travel RN, where she has continued to 



expand her clinical expertise and work in different settings. With a clear passion for ongoing 

growth, Stephanie is committed to furthering her education and career in the healthcare field. Her 

journey reflects both adaptability and a deep commitment to making a difference in her patients’ 

lives. 

These anecdotes and results highlight not only upward mobility but also a deep sense of purpose 

in giving back. Through our alumni interviews, it was noted that over half expressed interest in 

volunteering as ACE Coaches or contributing their stories to inspire current students. Alumni 

credit ACE with giving them the structure, confidence, and support to navigate higher education 

and thrive beyond graduation. Support from coaches, donors, and fellow students has made this 

possible. Every mentorship, coaching session, and scholarship investment has a ripple effect, not 

just in helping students earn degrees but in shaping professionals who lead with purpose and 

compassion. As we look to the future, ACE could be on its way to forming new alumni 

engagement opportunities and continuing the Alumni Blog Series. We thank you for believing in 

this work and helping us build a more equitable path to success for every ACE scholar. 

 

Again, this internship has been a meaningful part of my academic 

journey as an Honors Psychology student at Suffolk University. 

During my time as ACE’s Marketing intern, I used my strengths in 

empathy, communication, and relationship-building to interview the 

alumni, many of whom I have felt very inspired by. This experience 

helped me grow both professionally and personally, strengthening 

my skills in marketing, data analysis, and human connection, all of 

which will support my future work in psychology. 
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